Chapter XII
THE POPE AND ITALY

T

HE geographical position of the Vatican makes the
Pope's arrangements with Italy the most important
question for the Catholic Church. Nobody can deny that
since the Abyssinian incident almost the whole world has
become convinced that the Pope is under Italian influence:
many people suggested this before, but now almost every-
body feels it very strongly*
The Pope's Temporal Power was always a cause of
political trouble, and a study of the problems of Church
government in other parts of the world shows two things:
first, that in the long run the Vatican's attitude is always
the same, and secondly, that when that "long run" materi-
alises depends on the temperament of the reigning Pope,
as well as on the political position of his Temporal
Power. When in 1870, as a result of the growing
power of Italian nationalism, the Temporal Sovereignty
of the Pope was swept away, he retired into the Vatican
Palace, and determined to make himself a voluntary
prisoner.
Undoubtedly the Italian State was at that time anti-
clerical, but that does not mean that it was not Catholic.
Italy always has been Catholic, and Italy always will be
Catholic, King Victor Emmanuel I and his Ministers,
however anti-clerical, because of the Vatican's influence